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> Eula Fulbright is now home from the hospital. Home health has not
started yet but she is doing ok.

> There is an account set up at 15t National Bank of Izard County for
anyone that wants to donate money to Ty Cooper’s family to help
during their time of need.

*  Communion is gluten-free and travel communion is available.

"A family of believers seeking to grow spiritually
while sharing Jesus and serving others.”

Have We Misunderstood Grace?
by Neal Pollard

Perhaps the subject of grace has been neglected in some pulpits and
congregations. Undoubtedly, it has been misunderstood and
improperly taught since the first century (cf. Romans 6:1; Galatians
5:4).

It is vital to properly emphasize and explain such a huge concept
within the gospel message. Why? Because of what it is—the
completely free and undeserved expression of God'’s lovingkindness
and favor toward mankind; because of what it does—brings
salvation (Titus 2:11; Ephesians 2:5) and comfort and hope (2
Thessalonians 2:16); and because of what it cost to make available
(2 Corinthians 8:9; Hebrews 2:9). Perhaps some try to restrict God'’s
grace, making the requirements of Christ more stringent than
Scripture teaches. If we forbid what God permits, we are distorting
grace.

However, our age tends toward the other extreme. Far more people
try to make God’s grace extend further than Scripture teaches. This
is not novel to our times. From the time of the early church, some
apparently wanted to make God’s grace embrace things it simply
does not cover. Jude contended against some who attempted to
have grace cover excessive indulgence in sensual pleasure (Jude
1:4). By leaving Christ’s grace for another gospel, teachers
contradicting the gospel message distort not just the gospel but
also grace (Galatians 1:6-9). Paul also contradicts the idea that
continuing in sin, without repentance, is an attempted abuse of
God’s grace (Romans 6:1). Passages like these serve as a warning
not to try to make God’s grace cover what it simply will not.
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Sandra Taylor 6th
Aaron Hoskinds 8"
Sally Adkisson 19™
Halle Jo Cooper 26"
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“How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer
omans 6:2). The life in Christ is a new life (Romans
racterized by turning away from sin, lust, and

ss (Romans 6:12-13).

ever restrict God’s grace. By the same token, let us
never redefine it—especially to excuse or validate sin.

How that disgraces and cheapens the act that brought
grace, Jesus’ painful sacrifice. May each of us grow in
knowledge and appreciation of this great Bible doctrine!

September Anniversaries

Brad & Julie Teague 20%
Wayne & Melanie Crosby 23"

Trey & Melissa Lamb 2™
Brad & Laura Sipe 22

John 1:14-17, “"And the Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. John testified
about Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said,
‘He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed
before me.’” For of His fullness we have all received, and grace
upon grace. For the Law was given through Moses; grace
and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.”




